
 

EZEKIEL 
“I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries, 

and bring you into your own land.” (EZEKIEL 36:24) 
 

Ezekiel, a Zadokite priest formed by the liturgical life of Jerusalem, entered prophetic ministry 

from the dislocation of Babylonian exile. Deported in 597 BCE with the first wave of Jerusalem’s 

elite (2 Kgs 24:16), he lived among the Judean community at Tel‑Abib by the Chebar River 

(Ezek 1:1–3). His ministry began in the fifth year of King Jehoiachin’s exile (593 BCE) and 

continued until about 573 BCE. Though they ministered in widely different geographic contexts, 

Ezekiel and Jeremiah were near contemporaries. Ezekiel watched the unraveling of Judah’s final 

decade from Babylon (Jeremiah from Jerusalem), including the unstable reign of Zedekiah, his 

ill‑fated rebellion in 589 BCE, and the catastrophic destruction of Jerusalem and Solomon’s 

Temple in 587 BCE.  

The book presents itself as the work of Ezekiel son of Buzi, and its precise chronological 

framework, priestly vocabulary, and distinctive symbolic actions strongly support a unified 

prophetic voice. Later editorial shaping—especially in the arrangement of visions and 

restoration materials—is possible, yet the theological coherence is unmistakable. Ezekiel’s 

Zadokite heritage shapes his focus on holiness, purity, and the mobility of God’s presence, 

which is no longer confined to the ruined temple. 

From a literary standpoint, Ezekiel is one of the most architecturally structured prophetic books. 

It blends symbolic actions, allegories, juridical speeches, and visionary experiences into a 

sweeping triptych that includes 

judgment on Judah, judgment on the 

nations, and a promise of renewal. 

Ezekiel is sharply critical of Zedekiah’s 

political ambitions and interprets 

exile as divine correction meant to 

restore covenant fidelity. The closing 

temple vision (chapters 40–48) offers 

an idealized sanctuary whose 

measured symmetry embodies 

restored holiness, ordered worship, 

and the return of God’s glory to a 

renewed people. 

 

 

1 
©2026, Rev. Robert Moses 



 

THEMATIC & LITERARY CONSIDERATIONS​
Day of the Lord & Ezekiel’s Condemnation — Ezekiel cast Judah’s downfall within a “Day of the 

Lord” framework shaped by covenant infidelity, failed leadership, divine judgment, and 

promised restoration. A Zadokite priest among the exiles, he insisted Jerusalem fell because it 

broke faith with God. His allegory of the two eagles (Ezek 17) exposed Zedekiah’s rebellion as 

oath‑breaking that rendered judgment unavoidable. 

Ezekiel condemned kings, priests, and prophets—especially Zedekiah—for arrogance, idolatry, 

and negligent shepherding, aligning with Jeremiah and Isaiah, who likewise read political 

disaster as spiritual betrayal. Yet Ezekiel pressed further by claiming that God preferred faithful 

endurance under Babylonian rule rather than infidelity pursued through political intrigue. 

Babylon thus became an instrument of divine correction, disciplining Israel for future renewal. 

To expose the relational depth of Israel’s sin, Ezekiel deployed the adultery/prostitution 

metaphor (Ezek 16; 23), echoing Hosea. Idolatry is marital betrayal—an intimate rupture 

demanding purification and setting the stage for God’s restorative action. 

God’s Holiness — Ezekiel underscored the deep distance between divine will and human action, 

grounding his message in the holiness of God’s name—a name borne by Israel, which must not 

be profaned through disobedience (Ezek 20:39; 36:20). Israel’s failure to honor that name 

became the theological core of his indictment. The prophet himself was repeatedly addressed 

as “son of man/mortal” (Ezek 2:1), a title that highlights his fragility even as God’s spokesperson 

and makes him a synecdoche for humanity’s weakness before divine holiness. 

Ezekiel stressed the distinction between holy and common, clean and unclean, using the 

priestly vocabulary of defilement, abomination, and purification to expose Judah’s corruption. 

This framework shaped his critique of leaders who have blurred sacred boundaries and his 

vision of restored worship ordered around God’s sanctifying presence. 

Integrity of Ritual & Worship — Ezekiel’s priestly identity shaped his sharp distinction between 

holy and common, clean and unclean, a framework that governed both his critique and his 

hope. His language of defilement, abomination, and purification exposed Judah’s leaders for 

collapsing sacred boundaries and corrupting worship. Most offenses Ezekiel named were ritual 

violations (Ezek 20; cf. 6:13; 23:27–28), revealing that Israel’s failure was fundamentally 

liturgical. They had not honored the God whose name they bear. 

Ezekiel 20 made the point with devastating clarity that at no point in Israel’s history has the 

nation faithfully followed Yahweh. Their persistent rebellion profaned God’s name, 

demonstrating the vast distance between divine holiness and human action. Restoration, 

therefore, required renewed worship ordered around God’s sanctifying presence. 

Restoration, New Creation, & Eschatological Hope — Ezekiel proclaimed that repentance is 

possible, yet insisted that God’s saving action arises not from human merit but from God’s own 
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holiness and covenant love (Ezek 16:53–63; 20:40–44). Human turning prepares for renewal, 

but the decisive initiative is always God’s. This divine self‑motivation anchored Ezekiel’s vision of 

restoration—a new heart and new spirit, reunified Israel, revived dry bones, restored land, and 

a renewed covenant shaped by God’s returning glory. 

The prophet’s eschatological horizon widened in the Gog‑Magog oracle (Ezek 38–39), where 

cosmic conflict revealed God’s final victory over forces that threaten the restored people. The 

book culminates in the idealized temple vision (chs. 40–48), a meticulously ordered sanctuary 

symbolizing holiness, stability, and God’s abiding presence. 

Sign-Acts — Ezekiel’s sign‑acts compress his message into embodied drama, making judgment 

impossible to ignore. By lying on his side, he enacted the weight of Israel’s years of rebellion; by 

shaving and dividing his hair, he rendered a living parable of Jerusalem’s fate; by packing exile 

baggage, he staged the inevitability of displacement. These actions are not theatrics but 

prophetic embodiment, a way of forcing the community to see what words alone could not 

convey. In performing these acts, Ezekiel became a living symbol, his body carrying the message 

of divine judgment and the urgent call to return to covenant fidelity.  

​
TYPOLOGICAL IMAGINATION​
SELECTED USES OF EZEKIEL IN THE IMAGINATION OF EARLY CHRISTIAN WRITERS 

Ezekiel’s influence on the New Testament is deep, but often subtle. There are two explicit 

quotations from Ezekiel (both in 2 Cor 6), but also well over a hundred allusions from the wide 

array of New Testament sources. The allusions cluster around themes of covenant renewal, 

sanctifying God’s name, judgment, shame, and the gift of the Spirit, showing how deeply 

Ezekiel’s theological vocabulary shaped early Christian imagination. His promise of a new heart 

and new spirit (Ezek 36:26–27) became foundational for the New Testament’s teaching on 

spiritual rebirth, especially in John 3, where regeneration is portrayed as the Spirit’s 

transformative work. Ezekiel 37’s vision of the dry bones reverberates in New Testament 

resurrection hope and in depictions of the Spirit as the giver of life. 

Ezekiel’s shepherd imagery (chs. 34; 37) profoundly shaped the New Testament portrayal of 

Jesus as the Good Shepherd, especially in the Fourth Gospel, grounding Christ’s pastoral identity 

in Israel’s prophetic tradition. Most striking is Ezekiel’s impact on Revelation, where scholars 

identify 100+ parallels: throne‑room visions, the eaten scroll, marking the faithful, Gog and 

Magog, measuring sacred space, the new temple, the river of life, and the radiant glory of God. 

John, the author of Revelation adopted Ezekiel’s symbolic grammar but reframes it through a 

Christological and cosmic lens, making Ezekiel an important Old Testament interlocutor. 

Early Christian writers read Ezekiel as a prophetic blueprint for Christian identity, renewal, and 

hope. Irenaeus and others drew on Ezekiel 36 to articulate new‑creation theology, linking the 
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prophet’s promise of a new heart and new spirit with Paul’s vision of believers as a “new 

creation” in 2 Cor 5:17. Shepherd imagery from Ezekiel 34 and 37 became central for describing 

Christ’s pastoral identity, grounding Jesus’ care for the Church in Israel’s prophetic tradition. 

Origen and later commentators relied heavily on Ezekiel’s apocalyptic architecture to interpret 

Revelation’s symbolism. Across the early Christian writers, Ezekiel provided a theological 

grammar for understanding Christ’s saving work, the Spirit’s renewing power, and the Church’s 

eschatological destiny. 

 

MORAL IMAGINATION​
QUESTIONS TO HELP DISCOVER EZEKIEL’S RELEVANCE TO THE CONTEMPORARY READER 

●​ How does Ezekiel’s vision of God’s mobile, unconfined presence challenge our 
assumptions about where and how God is at work in the Church today? 

●​ In what ways do Ezekiel’s critiques of covenant infidelity illuminate patterns in modern 
Christian communities? What forms of idolatry—personal or communal—threaten 
faithfulness today? 

●​ Ezekiel condemns kings, priests, and prophets for arrogance and failure to shepherd. How 
might his words speak to contemporary expectations of leadership? 

●​ Ezekiel stresses the distinction between holy and common. How does this priestly vision 
of holiness shape our understanding of worship, ethics, and communal life? 

●​ Ezekiel proclaims the possibility of repentance but insists God acts from God’s own 
holiness. How does this shape our understanding of grace and renewal? 

●​ How do Ezekiel’s visions of cosmic conflict and final victory shape Christian imagination 
about God’s ultimate future? 

 

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Bleninsopp, Joseph. Ezekiel. Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching. 
Westminster John Knox Press, 1990. 

Block, Daniel I. By the River Chebar: Historical, Literary, and Theological Studies in the Book of 
Ezekiel. Wipf & Stock, 2013. 

_____. Beyond the River Chebar: Studies in Kingship and Eschatology in the Book of Ezekiel. 
Cascade Books, 2013. 

Joyce, Paul. Ezekiel: A Commentary. Library of Hebrew Bible/Old Testament Studies. T&T 
Clark, 2007.  

Lyons, Michael A. An Introduction to the Study of Ezekiel. T&T Clark Approaches to Biblical 
Studies. Bloomsbury T&T Clark, 2015. 

4 
©2026, Rev. Robert Moses 


