
 

1st & 2nd SAMUEL 
“Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure for ever before me; 

your throne shall be established for ever.  (2SAM 7:16) 

 

The books of 1–2 Samuel trace two defining developments in Israel’s life: the emergence of the 

prophet as a decisive force in national identity and the establishment of monarchy, culminating 

in the rise of David. Samuel embodies the new prophetic authority that confronts corruption, 

interprets covenant fidelity, and mediates divine will—an authority that shapes Israel’s 

transition from tribal confederation to royal state.  

The narrative itself draws on earlier stories and royal chronicles from the early kingdom, likely 

tied to David’s court traditions (cf. 2 Sam 1:18; 1 Kgs 11:41; 14:19; 14:29). A core narrative 

stretching through 2 Kings 10 appears to have existed by the late ninth century BCE, preserving 

memories of political consolidation, succession struggles, and prophetic intervention. 

Over centuries, these materials underwent extensive editing and theological shaping. The 

Deuteronomistic Historian crafted the books into a unified theological history during Josiah’s 

reforms (7th century BCE), interpreting kingship through covenant obedience. Further redaction 

during the Babylonian exile (6th 

century BCE) reframed Israel’s past 

to explain national catastrophe, 

emphasizing prophetic warning and 

divine judgment. A final post‑exilic 

shaping likely refined the narrative’s 

theological coherence. 

As part of the Deuteronomistic 

History —Joshua, Judges, Samuel, 

Kings—the books of Samuel 

combine court history, prophetic 

narrative, and theological 

reflection, presenting kingship as a 

vocation under divine sovereignty 

and the prophet as its indispensable 

interpreter. 

 

THEMATIC & LITERARY CONSIDERATIONS​
Prophetism: Samuel & Nathan — Samuel marks the emergence of the prophet as Israel’s 

central spiritual and political force—the figure through whom Yahweh interprets history and 
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confronts an errant people. As the bridge between judges and monarchy, Samuel establishes 

prophecy as the lens for interpreting kingship, covenant, and national identity. Nathan 

continues this vocation, showing that the prophet is not merely a character in the story but the 

bearer of God’s living word. 

Their speech carries a double‑voiced discourse: confronting Saul, David, and Israel within the 

narrative while simultaneously addressing later communities shaped by Josiah’s reforms or 

exile. Thus prophetic words operate on two levels—historical challenge and theological 

interpretation. Through Samuel and Nathan, Israel learns that kingship is accountable to God 

and that genuine renewal begins with hearing and obeying the divine voice. 

Kingship: Saul & David — The people’s demand for a king exposes a deep tension between 

human monarchy and Yahweh’s sovereignty, a tension traced through the contrasting lives of 

Saul and David. Saul’s rise and collapse reveal the fragility of kingship apart from obedience to 

God’s word, a failure later mirrored by the exilic community. David’s anointing, exile, and ascent 

form a theological portrait of God’s chosen ruler whose character, charisma, and repentance 

shape Israel’s ideal of covenant leadership. 

Samuel presents monarchy as Yahweh’s reluctant concession, continually judged by prophetic 

authority. Saul becomes the literary embodiment of Israel’s unfaithfulness—a king forsaken 

because he disregards the divine voice. David, “beloved,” becomes the enduring standard by 

which all later kings are measured. Thus Saul reflects the nation as it is—fractured and 

disobedient—while David reflects the nation as it is called to be: the embodiment of covenant 

faithfulness under God’s sovereign rule. 

Election & Human Frailty — Divine election in 1–2 Samuel underscores God’s freedom to 

choose unlikely figures—Hannah, Samuel, David—to advance the divine purpose. Their stories 

show that leadership begins not with human strength but with grace, reversal, and God’s 

initiative. Hannah’s song sets the book’s theological keynote: the proud fall, the lowly rise, a 

pattern that shapes the narrative from Eli’s collapse to Saul’s downfall. 

This theme also exposes the limits of even God’s chosen leaders. David’s sin and repentance 

reveal that election does not erase human frailty; instead, it highlights how divine mercy 

sustains the covenant despite failure. Saul embodies the danger of rejecting God’s word, while 

David—though flawed—embodies renewed faithfulness. In Samuel’s theological world, election 

is never a privilege but God’s sovereign freedom to raise the humble, confront the powerful, 

and preserve the covenant through mercy rather than perfection. 

Covenant — The Davidic covenant in 2 Samuel 7 is the Samuel narrative’s theological center. 

Here Yahweh binds himself to David’s line, promising a dynasty that endures despite human 

failure. True to the Deuteronomistic perspective, the covenant includes discipline (2 Sam 7:14), 

yet disobedience cannot overturn what God declares “established forever” (2 Sam 7:16). God’s 
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commitment surpasses Israel’s disloyalty. Within this framework, obedience becomes the 

measure of legitimate rule. Saul is rejected for disregarding God’s word—a failure echoed by the 

exilic community. David, though flawed, embodies a fundamentally responsive heart, accepting 

prophetic correction and honoring Yahweh. Thus Saul represents covenant breach, while David 

represents covenant faithfulness, the enduring standard for all later kings. 

Historiography & Testimony – Historiography in Scripture is purposeful historical writing, 

shaped for a particular audience and crafted to interpret God’s activity within Israel’s story. 

Within this framework, testimony functions as a theological form of history—an account of how 

God has acted in the life of the narrator and community, whether through ordinary events or 

extraordinary intervention. The books of 1–2 Samuel operate as this kind of historiography. 

They preserve and shape Israel’s memories in order to wrestle with the implications of the rise 

of the prophet and the establishment of monarchy, and to explore how these two 

forces—prophetic word and royal power—interact to determine Israel’s future under Yahweh’s 

sovereignty. 

Characterization — In Samuel’s storytelling, characters become representative figures, 

embodying the nation’s spiritual condition rather than functioning as mere individuals. Through 

literary characterization, the narratives present Israel’s larger historical realities in personal 

form: faithfulness and obedience appear in figures like Hannah, Samuel, and David, while 

disobedience and downfall are dramatized through Eli’s sons and Saul. These characters 

therefore depict Israel itself—a people capable of trust yet prone to failure, a nation lifted by 

God’s mercy and humbled by covenant breach. In this way, Samuel’s narrative becomes a 

theological mirror, revealing Israel as it is and as it is called to be. 

 

TYPOLOGICAL IMAGINATION​
SELECTED USES OF 1-2 SAMUEL IN THE IMAGINATION OF EARLY CHRISTIAN WRITERS 

The New Testament consistently treats David as the foremost type of Christ, and 1–2 Samuel 

provides the narrative grammar for this typology. Jesus is hailed as the “Son of David,” 

anchoring him in Bethlehem and identifying him as the fulfillment of the Davidic covenant—the 

heart of royal messianism (Matt 21:9; Mark 11:10; 2 Sam 7; cf. Matt 1:1–17; Luke 1:32–33; 

Rom 1:3; Rev 22:16). Through this lineage, the New Testament presents Jesus as the promised 

king whose reign embodies justice, mercy, and covenant faithfulness. 

David the shepherd of Israel (2 Sam 5:2) prefigures Christ the Good Shepherd (John 10:11–18), 

whose pastoral care extends to laying down his life for the flock. David the victorious 

champion—who removes Israel’s dishonor and delivers God’s people—anticipates Christ’s 

victory over sin, death, and the powers (Matt 26:63–64; Col 1:22; 2:15; Rev 19:11–16). In this 

typological reading, David’s life becomes a theological lens through which the early Church 
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recognizes Jesus as the true and final Davidic king, the shepherd‑ruler whose victory and 

faithfulness fulfill Israel’s deepest hopes. 

Early Christian writers—Clement, Ignatius, Irenaeus, Hippolytus, and the Apostolic 

Constitutions—read 1–2 Samuel as foundational messianic preparation, treating its figures and 

narratives as anticipations of Christ and models for the Church. Samuel is cited as prophet, seer, 

judge, and priestly leader, with his call in 1 Samuel 3 shaping early Christian understandings of 

prophetic authority and the apostolic ministry. David is interpreted as the prototype of the 

Messiah, his kingship and covenant providing the theological pattern for Jesus’ identity and 

mission. The Endor episode becomes a point of debate for writers like Justin and Hippolytus, 

who use Samuel’s appearance to explore the nature of the soul and the afterlife. In sum, early 

Christians saw Samuel’s narrative as a theological precursor to Christ—illuminating prophecy, 

leadership, divine election, and the shape of messianic kingship. 

 

MORAL IMAGINATION​
QUESTIONS TO HELP DISCOVER 1-2 SAMUEL’S RELEVANCE TO THE CONTEMPORARY READER 

●​ Hannah’s song proclaims the reversal of fortunes. Where do we see God overturning 
expectations today? 

●​ What does Samuel’s call (1 Sam 3) teach us about listening for God’s voice in a noisy world? 

●​ Saul’s downfall centers on disobedience. How do we discern obedience in complex moral 
situations? 

●​ What does David’s anointing reveal about God’s criteria for leadership? 

●​ How do we wrestle with the violence in Samuel while affirming God’s mercy and justice? 

●​ How do the stories of Saul and David mirror the spiritual condition of communities today? 

●​ How can Bathsheba’s story provide an opportunity to talk about the dynamics of power and 
consent in your community? 

●​ David’s last words describe his perception of God and his own idealized self. How much has 
God’s grace shaped you? What is most significant to you and others about your legacy? 
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